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Dr. Middltos' s Examination 8e. 


on Woh en aPamightice | 
ee allen, 


'of Evondon's Di. 
courſe ng the Ute and Intent of 
Propheſy, Tae ya Was, 
Uſe to offer a few Obſervations, which 
Ihave made on it, to the Publick: Tr 
is not my Deſign to attetupt a Defence 
of the Biſhopꝰs Opinion, concerning the 
Prophefies of the Old Feſtament, in 
Oppoction to what che Doctor has ad- 
vanc d againſt it; as being fatisfied that 
this Taſk will be perform'd by a much 
abler Hand. What 1 hall endeavbur 
at pr fir" will only be to Yemonſtrate 
the Extravagance and Falſhood of the 
DoRor 8 Netion, IRE the Sctip- 
= tural 


1] 
ann Account of the” Fall of Man; and 
likewiſe of the Paradiſiacal State and 
Creation of the World. This, as it 
lies more level with cemmon- Ca 
ties than the. other Patts vr 4ja”, tn 


formance, will be apt to gain an eaſier 
Acceptance among the Generali 9 
Mankind. Wherefore, ſince it is like- 
ly to ſpread its Poiſon very ſpeodily, 1 

cou d not but think that a proper Pre- 


. - 
vs 

” 

wo 


His 8 on b Ke itt 
the Fall; which J ſhall firſt, and more 
particularly conſidet, es it is more par- 
ticularly inſiſted on by hig, ic. that it 
contains not real Fats, hut is merely 
ftitious ; nothing but  Ailgory.: Abo- 
 logue, or Fab, The Abſurdity pf this 
Opinion muſt: ſuraby appear very plain 
to any Perſon of genſe, ho r 
e eee Prejudic 


be Sup 


ppoſiion that! this, Part — 


Mo a 8 1 is fabulous or allegorir. 
jo the Charodter, 


131 3 
Hebrew Authors often, uſed bold. Fi- 


gures and Allegories, and Moſes him- 
ſelf is not without them in ſome Parts 
of his Works, yet is it certain that 
his Hiſtorical Narrations are as free 
from them, as any Writings can well 
be; the utmoſt Plainneſs of Style and 
Simplicity of Expreſſion is remarkable 
in them Now the Account of the 
Fall is. connected with theſe plain Hiſ- 
'torical Narrations, and the Hiſtorian 
gives not the. leaſt Lntimation, that it 
| — — them; he does not 

give us to underſtand, in the Manner of 
the Sacred Writers; that he took up his 
Parable; ot wrote in a fabulous or me- 
taphorical Manner. It is therefore quite 
incrgdible, that Moſes: ſhould introduce 
his Hiſtory wih this ſuppos d Fiction, 
which muſt ſeem calculated only. to 
puzzle and deceive, his Readers, and | 
lead them into Error, before he in- 
ſtructed them in the Truth. Such 
an odd. Way of acting as this is not 
only mee with AMoſer's 7 
ter, but with that of every W | 
Hiſtory. who. pretends ito, give. — — 

Vaant of Thi ther was there 


ever 


DONS of OWE 
ever in the World any ſuch-Hiſtorian, 
I believe, who, in his —— be- 
gun his Hiſtory with an invented Fable 
or Allegory, under the Appearance of 
Truth, without . r = 
Reader concerning n 


Mein . 


But ſuppoſing Mere Aeg the 
Fall to be Allegory or Fable, I believe 
it is impoſſible for any one to give | 
reaſonable, natural, and conſiſtent Ex- 
planation of it; every ſuch Perform- 
ance ſhould be * feign d, as to denote 
ſomething real. And indeed, in an Al- 
legory or Fable, as this muſt be, appli- 
ed to a particular Caſe; each 2 
Perſon and Thing, which are any Way 
eſſential to the Piece, and not us d as 
mere Ornaments and Expletiy es; ought 
not unaptly to repreſent ſome Perſon 
and Thing, actually exiſting in Nature. 
If the Author of ſuch Pieces does not ob- 
ſerve this Rule, he muſt be very inaccu- 
rate indeed, which cannot juſtly de ſaid 
of our Sacred Hiftotian ; now if 'we 
were thus, agreeably to the true Nature 

of Allegory and Fable here deſcrib d, 
to ANEmIPE'? an Ex ication 5 


Us 
TIED 


Ac- 


151 
Account of the Fall, we ſhould, Ibe 
lieve, ſoon find ourſelves at a Stand; 
The Doctor has told us, that the Ser- 
pent is an Emblem of Luft and Senſual 
Appetite, but has taken Care to go but 
little farther in unravelling this ſup- 
pos d A pologue or Allegory; as well 
_— how much he muſt have been 
$d; if he had. It is firſt af- 
em d, concerning this Serpent, which 
s ſaid to be in Reality, Lust and Senſual 
Appetite, that he was more ſubtile than 
any Beaft of. the Field, which the Lord 
Gd had nade; God aſterwards pro- 
| nounces Sentence on this ſame in theſe 
; ' ___ Woeords&+—Becauſe thou: haſt done this; 
thou art curſed above. all Cattle, and a- 
bove every Beaſt of thei Field; upon thy 
Bells ſale thou go, and Digſt ſhalt thou 
eat” all: the-. Days of thy Life: Aud I 
will put Enmity bettueen thee and the 
1 5 Woman, and between'\thy. Seed and ber. . 
Seed: I ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou 
— bruiſe. his Heel. Gen. iii. 14, 15. 
Suppoſing the Serpent to ſignify Lu 
and Senfual Appetite, I ſhould be glad 
\ to know ho all this is to;:be-expound= 
T eee ner TE 
If 


4 6]. 
If the Dodidt would Sire ub juſt and 
ſenGble ; Expoſuion of this imagined 
Fable of the Fall; his Notiqn, (J con- 


leſa, wonld he more plauſible 3: tho Kill 
not! to be -rectiv'd! as true, unleſs, my 
fiſt Objection cauld be remoy'd, and 


toopuld be ſhe wi conſiſtent with Ao 


es Character, as/a faithful, and I may 
add, ſacred and divindy inſpi d. Hiſte- 


rian to begin his Hiſtory with ſuch a 


Piece: of n Wr A | 


Wann | 8857 2h Bs Je 
85 V yt 7 » 
o! Bus Ie is ful, bat great Diffiaulties 
aſe; if we take this Accuunt of Man's 
Fall in a litera Senſe; if Eerſons 


ready —— of this. aahdUes 


being taken in @ fabulous. aud Allego- 
rical \Senſe;\ wd certain be ſound 
of greater. Weight, than\thote on the 
other Side. To ſhew Tha! Nuth of 
this Aſſertong Lill take à ont Mi 
af the Objeftions: brought by the Doc- 
tor againſt; the Þtcral-, . 
this AA at a — 


it we. 
== Apd that the. 


| waz not a i to.mention i, "but 

ly barely to declare what. appear d 10 

the Sight, and what was aid and " 5 

without explaining the ſcoret Caufe jof, 

ſuch Words or Actions; which rather: 
boon t9 ARS than a 11 85 


of Ste 4 Key. Mi. 9. & 
And t che. Works, thay ald Se 
can. fer,to,-7but. tothe nh 5 
e in ee of Ger: 


nefrs,. 


6 % 
neſts, cannot, I. believe, be any Way 
determin d. It is yet farther urg d by 
the Doctor, that the Scripture-Accourt 
of what the Serpent did, and of God's 
Sentence on him, is reſtrain 4 to a inere 
Serpent ; but herein he is ſurely much 
miſtaken. The Speaking of the Serpent 
mention d by Moſes, was a plain Proof 
to Perſons in Aﬀet-ages,* who found 
all common Serpents and Beaſts of the 
Field incapable of uttering artigulate 
Sounds, that ſomething more than a 
mere Serpent Was concern'd in tempt- E: 
ing Eve. Yea; the” Eve might not in 4 
mediately know that any Thing more 
than a mere Serpent talk d Will her, 
and her Huſband might be af firſt as 
ignorant as ſhe ; yet muſt boch of 
them, after ſome Contideration' and Ex- 
perience, have been convinc d that 
the Serpent Which ſpoke to Eve did . 
not ſpeak: of itſelf, biit as it was mov'd . 
by ſome Being of ſuperior Undergthd- | 
ing; or rather, chat ſome ſuch 
ſpoke in it. Thee is likewiſe. ſome | 
_ thing very'r dle in the Sentence 
paſi d on the Serpent by the Deity, whett 
. of the'Seed 'of the Wo | 


FINS man: 


1 9:]; 
un, will g Rumi beruurn ther 
aue th: amen, and, berpeen thy Seay 
and ber Sr. This Fxpreſſion i 
wuerd in the whols/Bible, uſed in. 
nify the common Offspfiag of 
kind, and muſt neceflarily be applyd 
to aut Losd:apd,$evigur:; Neft Chr, 
wha:wesborki;pf. a pute, „ 
=» the:Agoltle: N Faul e 
aum. Gal: iy end the 
fan im the. Worlds: DTD 
be dalled he enen ht. Now what, 
. 
ſus (hr 5.5. Was 


n 40, dhsu the (Head. f 
mate Sarprot, 971 4:;imere Serpent to, 
bruiſe das Sibel? Abd, and br 


4 54 


m. Ae Therafors, o/is,.cnident,;; that 


this —— 8 Dot. OH 
ge B, ea 


certain Manger: zngleſt and give Pain 
Fake Gig eral 


and\ ſhould. be cruſh 
and date Ahl him, And Nhe 
uch a Being che, that cd, ſoon after 
r Cromioniipeiihs qnd:aftuate a Ser 


diſturb We en, 


0 — 


dent gd SbnrLhoang: Lear ae 


Ilie 1 
5 bn n Daun 
is here ald, er. 


5 applicable! to any Agent in 
his ord beſides.” 8111200 0 yi 
2 dige 20 Vi en ſim bas baia 


das, chinbe have malle ic clearly! 
ſaid'-concerning” 
Chapter of 


be ſubdued __ 


e 
that as much: 45 ay be url) B- 


deri Parts „ite Nar- 


diced” from 
ü be Farther © -obſerv'd; 


n ns 


one have 
3 


9 


Serpents 


12 


N ; gen en x cre 
don as applied et J. 
a ES it could not be 


cribe the Temptati 

1. K to Ws ar ry Subs 1K 
pn nly that ſuch a tibeile 

Cre; | 2 ropereſt, Inſtrument 

oe els 


Samy. 85 0 I 
his 79 Wic 


ule of, in order to £0 mpaſs his 


ho CIC} WA Fol % — _ 
$ Men 21. 1:43 bl 


Menon 


af « Fi 


1 4, 
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ö 1 
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—.— „e 
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—— 


x "yg 1 AY & 
raoft inficiou Tem 
A Ot, DIO; 4 
bitch and 
; » 4* 351173 ier 
| " had ſtuc 
„ „ 
er. of their + 
JIG A 


5 1 
14 © - 4 | 1 4 ++ 4 
Ano ever {0 
: 
* 8 
71 a 


hg x ph Es 

3 . the''Devith 
mate Luſfts 
quits cn. 


Kor” Bolle 
tt e Us not ſeem 
with the Nerfeckion, whictly ths 


ga RimfelF fappoſes the Kitt eres. 
; hutndiiOceatures were endued withe 
On the whole, the Doctor may as well 
aſk how ie bun imagine," dat Gd 
could ſuffer moral Evil to come into 
the World,” and ta continue,” nereaſe, 
did! Kourilh in it, which we find by 


I ae hf 
; "for ty Part, *P apa fas from 
{ good and evil 


% aged Re We 
ſptesdl itself in che World en 


— - 
= — —— — et —gy, 20 


8 Dodo v this: That chef firſt Man 


nag as 
WEE : | "nal 


F147 


motion and Attainment! of, an excelr 


lent Endl and, tho it produges much 


Miſchief, and Miſery; yet; that. it, does . 
ſome Way zen other creaſe. the Sum 
of-univeclal., Happineſs. nt Lx * 
yaw dwell. n denger on this 106 
To return then to the Mattgs,in Hands, . 


ini 21902 01 14 oe in loo 


Another main Objection made by 


and Warm hacb n natural Law, Le 


the Beginginy! . CER 
count ec Tedl Fae. . TER, ual 


ratio 


, K E 4 : - = _ 
£0 #4 o by . 2 * = * * 1 * a ; A > * 
3 Cn - FU b : . 
* 1 * muy 7 WF: ' e 
L . * A g wr 
1 


_. ak 
ml Beings of yery[hndived.Knowledpdy 
as they muſt: have been. could uſe ita; 


neither does Moſes: aſſert the contrary, 


what he ſeys oonceming Hue ads Witz 
and -. im giving! ther rute: Creatures: 


dam's:br But eraployuig.tbeit reaſon, 
ing Faeultniin the P 'aradiiacal States 
 Hols 


 by-Mages{an hig 


tional B 
man, -W 


Entranog dn the 8 ff the Worlds 
far franpknomung! ing in zit, 
would be good or bad for them, ſhould 


aß che r& Man, and Wor, 


be ier the Guidange S, the. Deity, | 


Was erg: 
ug andyugy.be lop 
eſt Happi 18 they could, enzay; 5 

nee 40 Wem, than,to have 

niſcjent unerring. Director, to be. 
chem in ale right, Way, amidſt; the 
ds that hy before them? 
To talk of is being apeoperiable but 


for they Wi 


= 


but repneſents Adam as ing it 4, 
Names A fer ever Inftange'of A 


:xmpofible chut it, could; be ginen, 
Patt of-theit Lives Hus dn neh 
la were; eſpecially) at — 


ked.gn.gs che bighn 


- © 


1 
of aa ding; mn W nähe: 
them eapuhie iafdifbly 


Fein ull:Oo cura 
Dees e hit ui Wh N fie: 
wt und bet w he dne, 4 very! 
abſard Dre ige "well te oay:te 
fad; Wat if i Ampeffihte to co ẽ, t 
bo Man vod have beeh ade wh 
cut u Parſtious of» Gol It w 
89 chink, — 


MALGHE 0 bude. 12 
bluoc eſt ol (2.10) bad: 0 003 ble 7 


of | e © Gare — 
not being governs dy the(Dittites:. 
atrial Renten geevtääug ee Me lig 


mite Ignvtalt' Hut the iat Bhd 
en e te pfepagate 
thr Species. That 'the':Brophy 
| of thts ates "as ve ger oy 


(#] 
muſtdeAlow'd5; but that chey a- 
ferid d by Moſes, &. ignorant df 

this End, is God, im- 
| y after he èreuted them is faid 


— 2 of aw td bid 
— 


I. odadru.· 
"RY 2 5 TT 


| great End of 
Prog ainly os mem in 

therefore they eG uld 
ft but fuji; "q&eor — 
Plain Senſe of Seriptüre, 2 
qutainted with iti; whether or not their 
þ wy ratiraF Reafor® was ſufficient to 
inform them in — Point, 2] wil not 


ay ill Conſequence that can arife from 

ſuch à Suß but the Doctor, 
is far as T can underſtand him, thinks 
they are ſet Forth" Seripture, as not 
knowing "this primafy End of their 
Erkation, becauſe we do not find there, 
that they acted in Conformity to ſuch | 
Khowledge ; but the Sacted Hiſtorian 
ho" — expreſtly declares that they 
dic not: What tie Doctor "obſerves 
concerning their not Knowing t their own 
93 — 


ly 


Nakedneſs. Now; ſuppoſing —.— 
have had Knowledge of his Wife, ey even 


as the; Action would not have been 


[1181 
ly foreign to the P urpoſe. Tis plain, | 
that it was a conſcious Shame, on Ac; 
count of their Nakedneſs, which the 
Scripture gives us to underſtand that. 
our firſt Parents were poſſeſs d with 
after the Fall. Before it they were nas 


Led, as our Bible tells us, and not dla. 


ned; immediately after they had 
greſſed, they were aſham d of /t 


in the carnal Senſe, before the Falls 


criminal, there would not, as far as 
can ſee, have been any Reaſon 155 


them to have been poſſeſs d with con- 


ſcious Shame on this Account But, 
ſuppoſing Meſes had, pofitively affrm di 
that Adam had no ſuch Knowledge of 
his Wife in Paradiſe, what Abſurdity 
could ariſe from he e? God might 
have there conceal'd from them che 
Means of propagating their Species, 
and not have as yet;endued them with 
the confunctionis appetitus procreandi 


cauſa, ler very wile. and good, Rear 


ſons: And what. would: have been un- 
e this e ? BI; to 
4 | ay, 


tag] 
Gay; that the; 'firſt Man and Woman 


8 have been naturally fur- 
d Wich 1 Knowledge of every 


Time of their Lite t do, is an Aﬀer- 
tian, Which neither Reaſon nor e 
ne 15 to-afſent 8. 5 ft 


a 8 brought IS —9 
Doctor, to prove that the Scripture in 
its literal;Senſe, deſcribes our firſt. 2 
rents (contrary to what he ſuppoſ 
muſt have been the real Caſe) not Sn 
vern d by their natural Reaſon, or ra- 
ſelves, is this, viz. that tho Adam gave 
Names, to all the Beaſts of the Field, 
proper to their Natures, he did not, ac- 
cording to, Mgſes 8. -Jliteral. Account, 
know that the Serpent was dumb; 
this! is what the Doctor muſt mean, hy 
| what he fays on this Point, if he means 
any Thing. Now, in, the firſt Place, 
how does he know that the Name gi 
ven by Adam to each Animal, was de- 
lign'd by him exactly to correſpond to 
its Nature? But granting this, the 


Name of rr * Tn 
1231 "Y 


6 
have been agreeable to the diſtinguiſh- 
e belonging to fuch 1 7 


neſs Font have been; and thus —.— 
gument in Strictnefs III not bear. 


But how does it appear by Seripture, 
that Adam did not know that the Ser- 


pent vas dumb by Nature? Why; — 
cauſe” his Wife dick not know it 
strange Logic indeed! And how'dors 
it appear that Ebe did not know it? 
Why, becauſe the Bible does not ſay, 
that ſhe was ſurpriz d, when the Ser: 
pent fpoke to her. But the Bible no 


vrhere tells us that ſhe was not Tare 


priz'd; and how does the Doctor know 
chen, but that ſhe was? Ts the Silence 


of à Hiſtory,” efpecially ſuch à fhort 


one as Moſes of the Paradiſiagil State, 


Vith regard to a'protable Fact,” a' ſuf⸗ 


ficient Proof that fuch a Fact never 
was 2 L2Yet farther, "(Mve might Ihkar 


the Serpent Tpeak, and, however; not 


be much ſurpriz dit it, as being wall 


wy aſſur d chat tie Author! of Nature muſt 


needs he able to Alter it at his Plea⸗ 
ſure; nd hot knewing indeed, tail 
Y IRC RE S& 8 that 


che it 0s this Wl of Cod ftoem tin 
Beginning, that Beaſts, thotiut ficſt 
dumb, fhould, in Time, come to ſpealk 
as well as Manldad. rt VB We Git 0d. 
i Mr Nan 267 h otDint : T1255 
But, — Doctor argubs that the 
dated! Law Would have taught the 
firſt Man and Woman ſoe Things, 


which Miſes does not obierwe that the) 


knew (to Which Arguments I have 
given an Anfwer) ſo he fſays, there 
are-fbriie Things, which they are re- 
preſented by Mees as knowihg, which 
from thy natural Law they could not 


the Fruit oſs Tree wou inſpire 
Knowledge, or that the ledge 
of "Good and Evil would be criminal 
or hürtful. But what is this to the 
Purpoſe ? Suppoſing they could not 
naturally know that the Fruit of a 
Tree could inſpire Knowledge, or that 
the” Knowledge! of Good and Evil 
would be hurtful (I omit! cniminai as 
Amrein fehr t In this Place 3} 
* It wa * N Deiit bf t Knowledyd, 


and the Action done to acquire it, which were grimi- 
ae not the Knowledge itſelf 


is 


1 22 1 

rnithis: ing Proof thay tl 
no Fruit, gvhich would produce this 
Effect? orſthat ſuch Knowledge wou d 
be no Way injuripus to Mankind: 
But, in Caſe there was any Fruit in 


it be thought abſurd, that the Deity 
ſhould concern himſelf in Behalf of 
dur firſt Parents, ſo far as to order them 
to abſtain from it? Here ſeems to be 
2 Caſe, which requires _ aterpoſi- 
tion of — Being | 18510 Ter 

W 28 F dann 381 8 
| whe 1 r ther 3 
immediately alter the Objection juſt 
taken notice of, aſſerts that the Light 


of Reaſon did not direct them to hide : 


themſelves from the Sight of God, 
obey d him, and knew the Shame of bes 
ing naked," L cou not, preſently. di- 
ſcern; but, on a Review, am perſua: 
ded that he ſays ſo, becauſe. he con- 
eludes that they muſt have been ſenſi- 
ble from the Light of Reaſon, that 
God ſees all. Things; and that * 


fore it -muſt nw; been in Vain 
i ron 23 10: = 


— 
— — 


re could be 


Patadife, the eating of Which would 
occaſion ſuch Knowledge, Why ſhould 


„„ 
them to endeayqur to hide chemſelvrr 
from him, But if they did not in 
this Act, agcerding hwy Reaſon, 


they: certainly acbed. % hur 
man Nani; which vu »perbaps, 
rompt any-Man. or, Woman on a ſud; 


in Surprizez id attempt: 10 hide them: 
ſelves from Hod, as they would from, 


ene. of. their Fellow-Creatpres. „ Thus, 


at the Day;of:, Judgmentz/ it, ij fajd-in 


Scripture, thay People wo 


an. to. cqver. them | 


Mountains can-ſcreen, dm from the 
vight, or Poyrer-of gen Judge. 


al 0 2 nil 85% woot womk pwr 


It is farther; Side ede thatcit would 


have ſeemed more reaſonglile, if A. 
dum and ue had been condemned for 
the Breach of ſome Duty taught them 
by natural Reaſon. To this Lreply, 
it. was ſcarce poſſible in Their Circum- 
22 that they ſhould be guilty of 

ult of this Kind; belides;i,poſitive 
— and Prohibitions are better 


Teſts of Obedience to God, than any 


other. When we do, or not do a 
Iii 4 5 | Thing, 


then be ignomanthat neither —.— 


r 41 
Thing; Whichithe'Liww op Netare'eely 
us is Tight or wrong, we may net with. 
Regard: to "Godt all. But 
Actions chat God 
erder d, or abſtain from 
wha — rg ng 2 
in our Minds au natural! Reaſon for 
Ging, chen we few” Hurſclves truly 
obedient Servants to the great Gover- 
zur of the World; and, if we pro- 
3 onttary — LINE 
ourſelves; in 2 peculiar” M | 
obedient And: rebelliöbs t — 
it is ehig "impheit” [Obedience - Alone! 
which can denominate a Man tru} 
virtuous. and good, becauſe Re cann 
always know from the Dictates of his 
Gen "Rial e. Cookeionde; what is 
righe for Hin te do, or td omit. The 
Word, or reveard Will of the AWD 
wiſe God, is the only unerting Rule 
chat Many of, perhaps I may truly ſay, 
even neee eee eee by. 1 
2 oil voc vt 2 Jabs 
5 1 e take Notice of one 
Thing more, faid by thie Doctor, with 
Regard to- the Fall of Man; which, 
Ge" FW or nothing affects the 
A Point 


#5. 


Point in Debate, yet is certainly EY 


wrong Aﬀertion. He tells us, in Op- 
poſition t to the Biſhop, and many learn- 


ed Men, that the Scripture gives not 


the leaſt Hint, that the Serpent ever 
had a 4: ifferent Form, or 2 Shape, 


than har it nou enjoys. But ſurely | 


there is. a ſtrong Intimation, if not a 
plain Proof, of a Change of Shape, in 


the Sentence which we d pronounc d 
on the Serpent by the. Creator. Ho] 


could: it have been an extraordinary 4 


Curſe on him, to be forc'd to go. on 


his Belly after the Fall, if he had been 
the ſame groveling Animal before . 5 


* * 


1. Lat! 


I haye, by chis Time, I hope, 7 


ficiently ſhewn the Abſt urdity of look- 
ing ON the Account of Man's Fall in 


Scripture, as an Allegory or Fable, and 


the Invalidity of the Arguments brought 


ag gainſt it by Dr. Middleton ; ; but till, 
befor I conclude, it is. neceſſary for 

e to obſerve that the Doctor con ſi- 
bj the ſcriptural Deſcription of Para- 
diſe, and (I have reaſon to think) 
even of the Creation of the World, 


2. tes his Ar Mader Go. on the Bibop $ Appendix, 
in 


LY 


| [26 } | 

in che ** at, as he does that of 
Fall of Mag. "He does not indeec 
-inkiſt much on theſe Particulars, - and 
n with Regard to them, my 
Leply to him ſhall be very ſhort. 


My two fiſt Arguments, peut ght 
againſt .] his Aſſertion, that. the Meſaig 
Account of the Fall, is an Apologus or 

| Allegory, will hold i in full Force againſt 
the Opinion, that What is aid in the 
firſt and ſecond. Chapters of Genefss, 


concerning. the Creation and MES | 
is of the fame Stamp: ewe 


How is it conſiſtent . 67 
Character, as an Hiſtorian, that he 
| ſhould, begin . e With ſuch 


* * P 


de rs ' concernin 1 8 ? Or, lip in 

the Accounts I the © Creation 15 : | 
radiſe to be Fables or All egories 

is it poſſible to interpret Wett Faties 
or Allegories in ſuch a Manner, as to 
make tolerable Senſe of them ? Tdar | 
tay, - tf the ſagacious Doctor Was 5 
attempt a proper Explication of them, 
3» would find Scene. De Lncohfften- 


"Fe 


ta 
ey and Confuſion to be the Reſult bin 
Labour, and would ſoon, with Shame, 
deſiſt from his fruitleſs Undertaking. 
No, if theſe Accounts will by no 
Means bear ſuch an Interpretation as 
is agteeable to Fables and 3 
they were never deſign'd by Moſes for 
Fables or Allegories, we may be well 
affüt d. Beſides, I will here add, 
har all the three fiſt Chapters of Ge- 
| to me as wrote in too ſo. 
iin a Manner to be of the fabulous 
Kind. I can never think that Moſes, 
a pious and divitidly itifpir'd Hiſtorian, 
would have triffed in Fiction with fo 
grand an Affair a8 the Creation; or 
haye introduced the great Jebovab, 
whoſe Name was {idly forbidden to 
be ſed" in vain; as the chief Actot 
and Speakel in & friere Fable, the Pro- 
duct of his own Knagination. 9 "Oy 


e103 - $10 


t Baie with Regar 0 WG 


Creation.—--I Vonld Fain kn know What 


Abſurdity ariſes from taking che N- 
faic Account of it, in a literal Senſe. 
The ed by Gol) undoubtedly was crea- 


. Thing were pro- 
| duc'd 


| 


* 
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ducd by him in ſome certain Order. 

Now can any one, who objects to the 

4 literal Acceptation of the Moſaic A. 

Count, find out any better Methed or 
Order, in which the different Crea- 
tures of God might have been made, 

than that wine. we have laid before 


| they ſhould bs. ian chat plain Nar- 
ration of theſe Matters in the (Begin, 

ning of the Bible, with the leflening 
Name of Fiction and Fable ? As Me- 
'ſes. was divinely V inſpir d, there Can be 
be pe nk Hoke with all the Paris 
| which are there a 5 


| OT I 
\ re? 81 3 . 


Wie e ewig ſaidin s Scrip 
tai, concerning Paradiſe, that "=p 
admit of a literal Acceptation ? > hen 
our firſt Parents, were created, 
muſt have livd ſomewhere on he 
earthly Globe, and: what Place can be 
conceiv d mare fit for their Abode, 
while they preſerved their Innocency, 
than a fair Garden furniſhed with. all 
the Neceſſaries, ; Conveniencies, and £ 
N Delights of KR But na 
3 Ge- 


1412 roy — 
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Geography, could ever mark out, ſays 


where) Paradiſe . The e its 
{elf directs us very nearly to this Place, 
wherein wWe are told, that the Garden 
was water d, by. 4 River ' that frum 
thence was. parted, and became into four 
Heads; two of which Heads or Streams, 
the Hiddelel or Tigris, and the Eu- 
nee are to this Day well known. 


The very Spot, indeed, where Para- 


diſe was ſituated, we cannot fix, nei- 
ther can we exactly point out where 
hundreds of celebrated Cities, menti- 
on'd by approv'd Authors, but long 
ſince demoliſhd, ſtood in ancient 


Times; but yet none, I ſuppoſe, will, 
for this Reaſon, doubt of there having 


really been ſuch Cities in former Ages. 
What is faid of the Fruits that have 
no Exiſtence in Nature, with which 


Paradiſe is repreſented as - abounding, 


cannot ſurely be meant (tho one 
would gueſs that it might from the 
Word abounding) of the Generality of 
the Fruits of the Trees planted there, 
which, we are told in Seripture, were 


* 


eau to the Fight, and good for Food ; 


Wh | | . but 


6? 


Life, and the Tree of the Knowledge 


never were fuch real Trees; the Doctor 
but bately lay, and ic wiſe chough not 
| to pretend to prove; and therefore 1 
ſhall only tell him at preſent on this 
Head, that there have been, and are 


now many ſtrange Things in the 


roughly underſtand; and that many 
Times we ſhort-ſighted Mortals can- 

not determine what has at n Exiſtence 
in er and Nr not. 01. 


ue e 
Doctor's beſore- mentior d Treatiſe; ab 
I intended, I will conelude'with obſer- 


ving, that by reading che Seriptural 


Account of Man's Falz J. have been 


affected, in / a, Manner, quite contrary 
to what the Doctor >a, v4 been hid 


Caſe. | The oftener he bas conſider d 


has been perſuaded that it was Fic- 
tion; whereas, the more frequently 
I have reflected on it, the more clear- 
W wann that it was 


ne 


but obly of che Frits of the Tree f 
c Good and Eil. Now, chat there 


World, which He and I do not tho- 


* 


L 


pf 


 Satisfationto/me, I find that the wi- 


{eſt and beſt Authors, who have wrote 
on this Subject, are of the 
give us all in this 
World the Knowledge 1 his 1 
and in the World to 


* * 
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